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PRESS RELEASE 

EXPERT ON AFRICAN TRIBAL ART TO LECTURE AT MUSEUM ON FEBRUARY 5 

Henry J. Drewal, professor of art history at Cleveland State University, 
and an authority on African tribal art, will lecture on "Sacred Spectacles: The 
Art of Masquerade in West Africa," at The Cleveland Museum of Art on Wednesday, 
February 5, at 5:45 pm. His lecture provides an introduction to the exhibition. 
Possessors of Power: African Masks and Sculpture , on view at the Museum from 
February 4 through March 23. Dr. Drewal will discuss the elaborate masks and 
costumes, similar to those in the exhibition, worn by African tribesmen in ritual 
dances honoring ancestral spirits and deities. His talk will be accompanied by 
slides and a film of tribal ceremonials which he made in Nigeria. 

Dr. Drewal earned his M.A. and Ph.D. from Columbia University. In 1970 he 
began researching African tribal arts in Nigeria, spending five years among the 
Yoruba, the largest sculpture-producing tribe in Africa. In 1973 he joined the 
art department of Cleveland State University. Along with his teaching responsi- 
bilities, he is curator of the collection of African tribal art housed in the 
University's Afro-American Cultural Center. Dr. Drewal is spending the current 
academic year at The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York under an Andrew W. 
Mellon Fellowship, doing research on West African tribes and helping to catalogue 
the Museum's collection of Yoruba and related African material. 

Dr. Drewal 's lecture is supported by The Thomas Munro Memorial Fund. Dr. 
Munro, curator of art education at The Cleveland Museum of Art from 1953 to 1967, 
was one of the first museum curators in this country to recognize the significance 
of African tribal art and to encourage its study. He and his wife donated several 
African and Oceanic pieces to the Museum's collection. 
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